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Building a Global Network for Sustainable Communities
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	Message
	Story
	Story Tellers

	How we’ll build partnerships:
	In a time of rapid urbanization, increasing energy consumption and rising concern about climate change, communities worldwide must focus on creating more sustainable economies, ecological practices and built environments. To do this, communities need to employ and continuously improve the state-of-the-art in sustainable development. This goal will be achieved best when communities build the networks necessary to learn from one another’s experiences. 
	The Global Energy Center for Community Sustainability (GEC) is creating a global network of affiliated resource centers to provide communities with research, training and demonstration projects on new models of community design and development. The GEC executes formal agreements with one or more qualified organizations in each target country, committing to joint research, information and tool sharing, and other activities.  GEN members are independently administered and funded.

	· Doug Newman, Executive Director, GEC

· Dr. Alan Sweedler, Director, Center for Energy Studies and Environmental Sciences at San Diego State University

· Larisa Dobriansky, Deputy Assistant Secretary, U.S. DOE


	How we’ll advance clean energy technologies in the marketplace:
	The GEN will fill a unique and vital need in the global movement toward sustainable community development. It will build the capacity of communities to accelerate the use of energy efficiency, renewable resources, demand response and distributed energy systems; to reduce urban sprawl, infrastructure costs and urban heat islands; to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and other environmental damages; to engage in transit-oriented development; and to apply these practices in residential, commercial, industrial and municipal development projects.  .
	The GEN will condition local markets by training public planners and building officials, and private developers and builders, to design and construct energy-smart communities. The GEN will collaborate with mega-cities, NGOs and others to create pilot demonstrations of energy-smart community development at greenfield, greyfield and brownfield sites, at solid waste and water treatment facilities and in municipal buildings.
	· Douglas Newman, Executive Director, GEC

· Dr. Alan Sweedler, Director, Center for Energy Studies and Environmental Sciences at San Diego State University

· Larisa Dobriansky, Deputy Assistant Secretary, US DOE



	How we’ll promote innovative financing:
	Creative new sources of capital and financing are emerging to help communities invest in sustainable energy technologies. 

At the same time, to obtain a more accurate sense of the “return” on sustainable energy technologies, lenders, financiers and community officials need to better understand the costs and benefits of sustainable energy technologies, as well as how to use full-cost and life-cycle accounting methods.
	The GEN’s training, tools and materials will address life-cycle costing and full-cost accounting; the use of energy service companies, third-party financing and other financing options;  and best practices for securing financing. The GEN will facilitate rapid dissemination of information on innovative financing and investment mechanisms as they emerge in its affiliates’ countries.
	· William S. Becker, Senior Advisor, GEC

· Douglas Newman, Executive Director, GEC

· Dr. Alan Sweedler, Director, Center for Energy Studies and Environmental Sciences at San Diego State University



	How we’ll support new government policies:
	Every community that embarks on energy-smart development becomes a “living laboratory” for the new processes, policies, designs and technologies required for sustainable development. Innovative municipal practices and policies are essential. Communities can help one another accelerate the pace of sustainable energy development, while reducing costs, learning curves and market barriers by sharing best practices, lessons, tools and information.
	Information sharing among GEN members will include government policies and practices that encourage sustainable energy development in municipal operations, as well as the private sector. Examples include renewable energy portfolio standards and interconnection policies; recognition of and incentives for green builders and developers; financial or administrative incentives for the use of integrated and sustainable energy technologies and the use of municipal purchasing power to help shape local markets for green
	· William S. Becker, Senior Advisor, GEC

· Douglas Newman, Executive Director, GEC

· Dr. Alan Sweedler, Director, Center for Energy Studies and Environmental Sciences at San Diego State University




