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Overview
The Global Energy Center for Community Sustainability (GEC), in partnership with the Johnson Foundation, will conduct four National Leadership Summits during 2006-2007 to galvanize and advance the many sustainable development efforts currently underway in the United States. 


The first three summits will focus on Energy and Climate Change; Natural Resource Stewardship; and Sustainable Communities. The fourth will build a concrete five-year action plan based on the recommendations produced by the first three.


Each summit will involve 40 of the nation’s top sustainability leaders from the corporate, academic, nonprofit, government and financial sectors.

Challenge
While many government agencies, nonprofit organizations, universities and companies have adopted goals and programs related to sustainability, the U.S. sustainability “movement” is fragmented and uncoordinated. The last comprehensive national dialogue on sustainable development – conducted by the President’s Council on Sustainable Development (PCSD) from 1993 to 1999 – produced 140 recommendations that have been largely forgotten. The nation’s ability to monitor and assess its level of sustainability is hampered by the lack of national indicators.

Objectives
1.  Draw lessons from the important initiatives undertaken over the past decade to enhance U.S.  sustainability.
2.  Develop and implement a concrete sustainable development action plan for the nation over the next five years.


3.  Spark a new national discussion about what’s needed to ensure the nation’s long-term economic prosperity, environmental health and quality of life.


4. Identify a method to periodically assess the “state of the union” in regard to sustainability – for example, by developing sustainability indicators to measure national progress every 3-5 years.

Strategies
The summits will be nonpartisan, constructive and practical. They will go beyond the usual recommendations for Federal policy and funding to include action items for state and local governments, foundations, corporations and others.  A key objective will be to help assure the success of the many organizations that currently are working on sustainable energy, climate, natural resource and community development issues.
Location
Wingspread Conference Center


Racine, Wisconsin
Sponsors
Sponsors of the National Leadership Summits include the Global Energy Center; the Johnson Foundation; the 3M Corporation; the Water Environment Federation; Camp Dresser & McKee; the National Center for Appropriate Technology; and Navigant Consulting Inc.
Summit 1: Energy and Climate Change

Dates
June 5-7, 2006

Highlights 
Several of the nation’s most respected leaders on energy and climate will participate, including Jonathan Lash of the World Resources Institute; Ray Anderson, Chairman of the Board at Interface Inc.; Eileen Claussen, President of the Pew Center on Global Climate Change; Rosina Bierbaum, Dean of Environmental and Natural Resource Policy & Management at the University of Michigan; James Gustave Speth, Dean of the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies; F. Henry Habicht, CEO of the Global Environmental Technology Foundation; S. Richard Fedrizzi, President of the U.S. Green Building Council; Brian Castelli, Executive Vice President of the Alliance to Save Energy; Michelle Wyman, Executive Director of ICLEI; Jerome Ringo, President of the Apollo Alliance; Matthew Petersen, President of Global Green;  Mindy Lubber, Executive Director of CERES; Prof. David Orr of Oberlin College; Sen. Gary Hart; Mike Walsh, Vice President of the Chicago Climate Exchange; and Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson, to name a few.  

The Summit will be organized around small group discussions, with generous unstructured time to network and brainstorm in the Wingspread complex – a conference facility and staff that has gained an international reputation for fostering the highest levels of creativity and problem-solving.  
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